REPORT ON AHAFO REGIONAL LEVEL LEARNING ALLIANCE PLATFORM (RLLAP) MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER, 2023 AT RCC CONFERENCE ROOM, GOASO.
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
The Ahafo Regional Coordinating Council in collaboration with IRC International is implementing a WASH Programme across all corners of the Region. The goal is to build and strengthen Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) systems that will transform the lives of inhabitants within the Region. In this regard, the Regional Coordinating Council in collaboration with IRC Ghana organized the maiden Regional Learning Alliance Platform Meeting under the RCC’s Integrated Wash Program. The purpose of the meeting was to introduce to stakeholders the established Regional Learning Alliance Platform, deliberate on the status of WASH in the Region and discuss next step of action. 
This report is an overview of what transpired at the meeting and seeks to inform Management and relevant stakeholders accordingly. 
2.0 PRESENTATION ON THE REGIONAL LEARNING ALLIANCE PLATFORM 
According to IRC, the Regional Learning Alliance Platform is a way of bringing different stakeholders from varying background who get organized to learn, innovate, share and scale up WASH systems in the Ahafo Region. 
Stakeholders on the platform will learn together and consolidate the lessons to enable the region scale-up the implementation of its WASH Program. The lessons shared will also help inform supporting/donor agencies on the WASH situation within the region and secure additional funding support where necessary.
Again, the platform will help address the weak culture of learning as far as the implementation of the Region’s Integrated WASH Program is concerned. 
3.0 STATUS OF WASH SERVICES IN AHAFO REGION
According to IRC, the WASH System in the region has improved significantly through the implementation of the WASH program particularly in the Asutifi North District Assembly. On WASH Services in Asutifi North District (Piloting District), the following milestones were highlighted;
· 90% of the population are served with water services; only 10% of the population are yet to be served. These communities are hard to reach areas as such, alternative approach is being considered to address the water needs of these communities. 
· All health facilities in ASDA are covered with safely managed water services. 
· 75% of schools are provided with water services 
· Only 12% of schools are yet to be served on sanitation services 
· 98% of schools are provided with hand hygiene facilities.   
In an attempt to replicate the gains in three additional districts (Asunafo North, Asunafo South and Tano North), the following observations were made from their WASH Master plans: 
· Greater proportion of the population in urban areas are engaged in open defecation particularly in Asunafo North Municipality and Asunafo South District. 
· Almost half of the schools in the three districts have no access to water and Sanitation services
· Proportion of handpumps for which users pay for is very low in Asunafo North and Asunafo South 
· Many handpumps do not have water and sanitation management in place 
· Few WSMTs meet the handpump service provider benchmark. 
However, all the three districts have their WASH Master Plans approved by general Assembly. The Regional Economic planning Officer indicated that implementation of the master plans will soon kickstart as the region has received support from Netcentric Campaigns to undertake WASH Network Assessment in the three districts.  
    4.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  
· Reform water and sanitation management teams to meet handpump service provider benchmark 
· Professionalize all water systems to generate adequate revenue for its sustainability 
· MMDAs should budget substantial amount to support the provision of water services 
· MMDAs should build the right partnership for resources mobilization 
5.0 CONCLUSION 
The Regional Learning Alliance Platform is expected to provide information to relevant stakeholders on the implementation of Ahafo Regional Integrated WASH Program. In effect, it will help improve performance and strengthen the WASH system within the Region.
